SBS CC

10/06/2008

3:30-5pm, 1039 Derby Hall

Approved Minutes
Present: Mumy, McGraw, Hobgood, Valle, McCauley, Haddad, Bellair, McDaniel, Nygren, Lee, Yoho, Kim (alternate for Amy Nathanson), Weinberg, Mansfield
1. Soc/IS 616

a. Intro— cross-list with IS 616, syllabus from IS
b. Course change form: (1) course description seems inconsistent with the rationale. Change of the description recommended. Paul will discuss with Tony (from IS) and send it to the chair. (2) the subsidy level might need to be fixed (change to B?) 

Approved.

2. Econ 508

a. intro—GEC course, sent back in Spring. Summary of the revision from Bruce.

b. GEC categories: (1) Writing: 3rd writing, (2) Diversity: International, Non-Western. 

c. Revision has met all previous requests.
Approved.

3. PS 609, PS 527, PS 533, PS 555, PS 545
a. Due to the absence of the department rep, the review of these five PS courses will be postponed till the next meeting.
4. Intro of the Geography proposals by Becky Mansfield (Undergrad Std Chair):
(1) Objectives – improve the curriculum for the students and make it more up to date
(2) Geography major revision: Changes of the curriculum within each specialization to better prepare the students for the future. No new specialization.
(3) 2 new majors: take out existing courses in the two areas and beef the curriculum up to form a major program. Intent to make the two fields of study more visible and to provide more substantive skill sets for the students. Nothing like the two new majors is offered in Ohio.
(4) Overall structure: 3 majors, within which 1 has 4 specializations

(5) This change is possible due to the increase of the faculty in the department. Future change of curriculum and degree offerings will follow.
(6) The course change requests: 5 new courses (205, 455, 600, 684, 688) for the majors, including one GEC course; other course changes such as name changes.

Comments and Discussion:

(1) Q: Will Earth Sciences fight for the proposed new majors? A: We’re not proposing to expand into a new territory, but are building on what we have been doing. The new proposals are consistent with our current courses and curriculum, and do not represent something totally new. We are trying to be inclusive.
(2) Q: Could it be confusing that one department offering three majors? A: This is necessary to compete with our peer institutions: Purdue is overhauling their Atmospheric Sciences major program. We will lose more students if we do not make the change.

(3) Q: Adjustment in advising? A: There should not be too much complication as we don’t see an explosion of students who choose one of the new majors. We have a professional advisor now that can assist the change and expect that our advising structure can handle it. It might require a few hours at the beginning of figuring out. It is the same problem a lot of other majors face.

(4) Q: Any emphasis on global warming, environmental issues in Geography? Yes.

(5) Q: For students that plan to go to grad school—would this revision and the specializations preclude students that will go to grad school? A: Not at all. The change is supposed to help students both for the work field and for grad school preparation.
(6) Q: GEC, curriculum structure and flexibility for students? A: 53-55 credits for the major, fewer math requirements, which leaves plenty (about 30+) elective hours for the students.

(7) Plan to proceed: Top-down approach—start with the change of the existing Geography major, then the two new majors, and then the course requests. (Each in a different meeting.) Will not move to the next level, until the entire committee is happy about all the proposals.
